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IHA Partners with St. Jude Medical Center to Establish

Comprehensive Medical Clinic for Kids and Adults in La Habra
La Habra, Calif. – March 18, 2008 – The Institute for Healthcare Advancement (IHA), a not-for-profit healthcare organization that operates the Friends of Children Health Center community pediatric clinic in La Habra, has partnered with St. Jude Medical Center to offer comprehensive health care services for low income families in the La Habra community.


St. Jude has moved into approximately 1,000 square feet of medical office space within the Barnett Center at 501 S. Idaho Street.  Side by side with the IHA’s popular Friends of Children Health Center, St. Jude will be able to use the space to provide adult and prenatal medical services to underserved members of the La Habra community, complementing the pediatric medical services already provided by Friends of Children.  Together, the IHA-St. Jude partnership creates the first comprehensive community medical clinic to operate in the La Habra area.


For appointment information at St. Jude Neighborhood Health Center in the Barnett Center, please call 714.446.5100.  For appointment information for Friends of Children Health Center, please call 714.690.0400.


“This is an exciting partnership that will improve access to primary health care for families in the La Habra area, one of the most underserved communities for medical care in Orange County,” said Gloria Mayer, Ed.D., R.N., president and chief executive officer of IHA.  “We have known and respected St. Jude’s commitment to providing medical care throughout northern Orange County for years, so we’re very pleased that they have agreed to operate a clinic in the same building as our Friends of Children Health Center.  This collaboration will be an extraordinary asset to our community as it will lead to healthier families who live richer and more productive lives.”

According to Mayer, Friends of Children currently accommodates approximately 20,000 medical visits and 4,500 dental visits annually for underinsured and vulnerable children in need of health care services, and is operated and underwritten by IHA.

“La Habra is one of the poorest communities in our area, illustrated by the fact that the median household income is nearly half that of the county average, the percentage of residents without a high school diploma is twice that of the county average, and a shocking one in four children in the community live below the poverty line – also twice the county average,” said Barry Ross, vice president of healthy communities for St. Jude Medical Center.  “With this in mind, it is no surprise that our own research found that La Habra is one of the highest-need communities for health care services in the region.  More than 7 out of 10 adults in La Habra did not see a medical provider when needed because of the cost involved and 35% seek care in another county because of the difficulty with accessing care here in our community.”

According to Ross, the new St. Jude clinic for adults started seeing patients at IHA’s Barnett Center on a limited basis in November.  St. Jude plans to expand services throughout the year.
One of the principal goals of the IHA-St. Jude partnership in 2008 is to begin lowering the obesity rate in La Habra by addressing the nutritional and health care needs of entire families – from prenatal care of women to pediatric care for kids to adult primary care – in the community.
About IHA


IHA is a La Habra-based not-for-profit organization dedicated to empowering people to better health. It is nationally recognized for its efforts in health literacy and provides healthcare information through its various publishing efforts, the Internet, and its renowned local and national education programs.  For more information, please go to www.iha4health.org.
About St. Jude Medical Center
Established over  50 years ago by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange, St. Jude Medical Center, a faith-based, non-profit facility, has grown into one of Southern California's most respected and technologically advanced hospitals. But the values the Sisters began with — service, excellence, dignity and justice — remain the guiding principles for all we do.  For more information, please go to www.stjudemedicalcenter.org.
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